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effect of warding off poverty from those who are fortunate
enough to possess them. This is why they are treasured
by the fair sex, the ruby being, perhaps, the more dearly
loved of the two*

Every bath has generally three courts. On entering
each one of these the devout say the prayers prescribed
for the occasion, but the generality of Muslims, unless they
intend to perform the religious purifications^ consider it
sufficient to greet the people who are present with the
word " SaMm I" It is considered inauspicious to brush
the teeth in the baths, but certain portions of hair must be
removed by a composition of quicklime and arsenic, called
mireh, and the nureh, though efficacious enough, no
matter when it may be used, is said to add Immeasurably
to a man's chance of salvation by being laid on either on a
Wednesday or on a Friday.

The application of the juice of the marsh-mallow as an
emollient for the hair is strongly recommended by the
saints. Their object in bequeathing this advice to
the consideration of their flock was not to inculcate
vanity. They had a higher aim than that Their desire
was to stave off starvation from the fold, for that, in their
opinion, would be the result of using the lotion on an
ordinary day of the week; while rubbing the head
vigorously with the precious juice on the Muslim Sabbath
would be certain to preserve the skin from leprosy and the
mind from madness. To the use of a decoction of the
leaves of the lote-tree a divine relief is attributed, for the
mere smell of It on the hair of the most unregenerate has
on Satan an effect so disheartening that he will cease from
leading them into temptation for no less than seventy
days.

The pressure of the grave will be mitigated by a
skilful and untiring application of the comb in this life.